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When millionaire industrialist Tony Stark, inventor extraordinaire, garbs himself іп solar-charged, 
steel-mesh armor, he becomes the world’s greatest human fighting machine... 
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APOLOGIA ОЕРТ. 
Due to circumstances for which по оле is to Мате (іп 
other words, everyone in the blushin”bullpen keeps pointing 
an accusing finger at everyone e/se) you might have noticed 
a duplication of letter columns in IRON MAN #’s 81 & 82. 
Rest assured, pilgrim, you weren't suffering from double 
vision, t'was merely yet another example of your blunderous 
bullpen in action. We apologize, mellow one, and hope ya 
won't hold it against us. 
Now, on to your letters... 


Dear |гоп-регвопз, 

Іп the way of tying up a loose end, and since Marianne 
Rodgers is making another appearance, | thought I'd suggest 
why Tony Stark picked her of all people to call up ‘way back 
in ish # 36. If you think back all-I-I the way to TALES OF 
SUSPENSE # 40, you may remember that it was a blonde 
named “Marion” who originally suggested painting the armor 
gold back when Shellhead was still scaring small children 
as well as evildoers, Wouldja believe that our Marvel reporter 
on the scene caught the name just a little wrong, and it was 
none other than.,.? Uh-huh 

Next it’s Superhero Physics 102. Seeing the Copperhead 
get zapped by lightning over in DAREDEVIL, and then having 
I.M. mention his insulated tennis shoes all in one month is 
too much! 

SIMPLE TRUTH: An object surrounded completely by a 
conductor {like Мг. С or our own Shellhead) is blocked off 
from radio static, lightning bolts, etc. etc. Period. 
Without rubber shoes, teflon, cork lining, or seventeen herbs 
and spices. You're safe from lightning in a closed car NOT 
because it is rubber-tired, but because of the wrap-around 
metal that carries charges around. (So if you want to revive 
the Copperhead, feel free. Matt Murdock isn’t a doctor or 
a physicist, after all...) 

Other than that, so far, so good. When does GRANDSON 
OF ORIGINS come out? 


waves, 


Kevin Martin 
Box 59187 
Acton, IN 46259 
Instead of saying а single word about your scientific mini 
lecture, how about if we just let a No-Prize do the talking 
for us, Kev? As for GRANDSON OF ORIGINS, Smilin’ 
Stan sez to keep watching his soapbox, cause ya just never know 
when SON will find a wife, and anyway it's all іп the Marvel 
family, right? 
{Ouch !!) 


Dear Mike and Chic, 

Seeing the gorgeous cover on IRON MAN #80, this occurred 
to me: after Kirby’s finished with his special projects for you 
people, could you possibly put him to work on Iron Man? Cuz 
this strip can use some help. | don’t know whether the loss 
of yer continuity is the major cause or not, but there are a 
lot of things in this issue that | don’t like. 

Foremost among them this month is this whole dimension 
the Black Lama is supposed to be from, The basic concept 
of futuristic city-states is interesting, but you handled it 


very poorly. № would have been far more interesting to let 
Shellhead and we readers jointly discover this new dimension, 
rather than to introduce it saying, “Awright, dere’s whatcha 
been waitin’ three months for, and we're only gonna explain 
it once, so pay attention.” All right, | admit | paraphrased, but 
the effect is still the same. We are handed an ad hoc universe 
that is apparently intended to be grandiose. Yeech. 

Even if this situation wasn't in effect, I'm not sure this pseudo 
SF bit is entirely appropriate to a mystical character like the 
Black Lama. | really doubt whether you had this origin in 
mind when you first introduced him, back in IRON MAN #53. 
The whole thing is kinda like having Doc Strange learn his 
magic at Stark Industries. 

The “madstack” bits this ish were also kinda ridiculous, 
until 1 realized that this is your way of portraying the effects 
of dimension-madness on Tony. Not bad, but not too effectively 
communicated 

However, what's your justification for this dimension-mad- 
ness? As readers of the Fantastic Four are all too familiar, 
lots of superheroes have switched dimensions without suffering 
adverse effects. What makes this dimension so different? 

Well, next ish this whole shtick will be wrapped up, and 
we'll all be surprised by the return of Marianne Rodgers. 
Honestly, Mike, it’s been pretty obvious that that’s what you're 
leading up to 

If you're gonna bring back old characters, how about the 
Spymaster and Madame Masque? And how about Jasper 
Sitwell, who was last seen іп a hospital bed in IRON MAN #42? 
Whatever happened to him? Personally, | have my own theory 
that Sitwell was kidnapped and brainwashed by the Spymaster, 
and that the two of them are now running an espionage 
organization to rival SHIELD itself! Wouldn't that be a story? 
Sitwell vs. SHIELD!! Oh, well, just an idea. 

Anyway, back to this ish, it occurs to me that the super: 
villain war was originally supposed to be Marvel-wide! Nice 
try, Mike 

What this letter is trying to say is that while Iron Man is 
good, it’s far from great, | know you can do better, Mike, just 
put a bit more into the story. Remember what the Chevrolet 
people say: “Ме did it before, we'll do it again.” 

Brian Nelson 
4213 Great Oak Road 
Rockville, MD 20853 


You bring up some important points, Brian, and we hope 
you'll stay with us in the months to come ‘cause we have 
a hunch that a lot of your questions will be answered (and if 
we don’t know, who does?!). 


MARVEL VALUE STAMP 
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